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Welsh soldier a part of
French history

B¥ aLIBREY BROLISZARD

ety Dermarest Spell sai
e Talbeer dwewer koo
his bwlher clie] 3 here
i Feanee cluring Warld

War L.
spell and her bivlber Ranch
Demarest. bath of Welsh, =aid

their father's voungest  brother
wizs kilload long boefure (e wore
baurn,

“Sdv dacdy. Ceorge.  never
knew howw his brosher Tousin De-
marest died in France, or the de-
Laits surraunding hes doath,” saicl
Apell, “We never badd s By
senf back aned just ciddn’t evan
kneve wizal happened.”

CrnoAugust 16, 1944, Tnusin, a
private in the 5th Amored Did-
sicn of the LA Ay and sventu-
elly a Purple Heart recipient, was
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anle 28 whean be ancd nina osher
American anldiers weare Lilled
while liherating the French town
af Direus fram Do s e,
Mirece 15 a0 s lncaks] 10 the
southers portion of the region of
Mormency o northern France,
wilh g pupubabion ol appeoxi
el PHACD peaple.

“In the summer of 2003, Faol
Cuillory, & family [riemd, went
cives heres gl ool swhers e
was buned” said Spell. “He
shutchadd a picture of mwy Wincle:
Tuzins marmee Trarm bis grave and
Droueht i back, sy brother oid
oy ladehy aboul Dbl 3 weesk

My brather fold my duadely about iF about a week before he died
That was the last fime owr dad learned of any delaily about his
brothers death and be was so overwhelmed, fears stveamed dowon his face”

BETTY JEMAREAT SFELL

[=inre he diecl. Thar was the
tirs coor dad learned ary o
about ni= brathers death,
hee weas 2o rwverwchelmed,

streanted dowen his face. F
ewen e was neses aclually
I see in hecause he passed ¢
letree we crald shaw him”

Spells rether passed awe
Aupust 20718 The fedlowans
e, 2pells wn ravaled o Fr
nn varatian and fnund his g
wrcles grone
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ARCIVE: Bently Dernares)
spell tinlding a phs ai
Foer Lt uncle, Trasie
Dieman=:

LEFT: Tae marcintaal in
Iner covirsmorating
the 10 dallen american
saludivrs avhe liberaged
Ui bevn

BELO: Hefuehishied
filitary vebizles line
up e the anngal
parade vlebrating the

S revsialion af the Sreng:
Loy

prdher Kandy receroed a letter
froemy the president of a French
organization  cazlled  Associa-
lion Frangeise des Colleciion-
newrs cle ve'hiculas  dilitaimes
(AFCVAL, othe French Asso-
ciation af Callectors of sili
lury Viehicles, i Droux” saic
Spell e arganizaticn was re-
*:'f:archi.'g 1he 10 American aa

cliers swho weare kil likerzhng
their town in 19494, Criginally,
all ey kiew swas rhal l.}:;_-:.'
vwere memoers of the 5tho A
mred Divizian aned didn't evan
wnpwe their names. They bezan
doing research, and alyil (wa
years agn were alile o hegin
firdding out thair identities and
loizating, same of their familiss.
Thew vollected lnagragphics znd
[Pholos of cach saldlien and une
memhes of the proup compiled
this intarmation, :I|-'.I|"L=; werth the
hislosical docurment:ion of the
attack, in a baok.”

In heir reseans, the OrgANI
zaliun CEme A0ross Leorge e
mizrest’s mame anedd ald acddress,
wlhich iz howe they lecated Snoall
Al her brather.

“They were raveling in tanks
angd were ambushed,” explainer
Lol of Ber uncles clomise. “The
firsl three solelies wore killed
when they went through in a
fank. The second == o seves
came thraugh in anedher 1ank,
antt thev wers killed in 3 second
ambush, My uscle was i the
secangd ey

Spell zaid the armpanization
warried o held 8 selelration in
Drewx hanoring the 10 American
solcdiers.,

“Thew sricd o hald the coe
emony in the summer nf 20746
and invited us thon, but wers
unafale B contacl more o the
American tamili=”  she  px-
Pl “We weare alae unahle
B g0 Al Il L as mv ssatles
was dyina”

Celebration plans wers oos;
praned but the presicent nf the ar
penizatinm, Michel Arpence, and
Spulls son kept in lauch,

“Thesy devided o have it this
wRED n AL 10, khonon theee
Americans whn lees their lives for
their freccom 73 vears ago,” said
2nell. “This tme, we were able o

Olar entire trip. Al we had
wizs for our plane fickets "

Twior family moembers «
uf the ncher fallen soldien
alse in atenclince. as well
son of L %am fuacs ar t
Armored Divisian,

S lsaars was the lieg
i thie 3th Armarer! [hyvisic
trese s hiz men” waid
“Me har heen 1o Drews in
aritd 1994 hefore his pass
192498, Since his secpnd o
1994, o ribute was fraicd 4
eveery e, and his family
resularly travel o Lreux b
anniversery of the fowes |
fon.”

Spell waicd during her vis
lonwrt schedoled o ceren
in honor nf the fallen =al
Chne vy presenting & man:
listing the soldiers, and th
urul was @ reremoey hor
lsaees” memesy along with
aacle al redurhizhagd LS,
vehicles trrough town,

Adthongh she understars
imooctance of the event an
hosored at the invitation,
wd urpreparad fne the s
walcome hor family oo
when Py arrived.

"Evervehene ovou o
through this enfire tman
MCNUEMEnts o America
thess  American zaleliors,”
51 e L TR L L imaging
arateiul they wene (e Amerh
Reconse of these men, this t
& fiee, and the penale there
never forguilen abaut them,”

Celebrations Lassan
Wernescy, Auzust 1R, aned
el through that Satereday, Cr
Wedlnesday  miorning, st
|‘.‘-'-ﬂ-'lll whesr the F-.'i."ﬁlj!t’: lirtea
anl guest: rode wh lawn
nitaries are refurbished mil
vihicles,

“Ther arganization reston,
these vehicles and boop the
aowearehouse” she sl 7
i I amphibian with the o
mavar, and the leurenants
rocde oy (e inside with the o
er”

After the parade, the ar
wen? 1o the Dreux City Hal
arather celebation and cere
v,
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“They  unvellsd the  manu
ment they made 1hat fealuing
the names ri the 10 saldies,”
sacd Spell. “They did some szlutes
zndd called out thweir names, then
plovind “Amacing Grace’ an he
hagpipes. [Ewas so emctional. Ev-
eryane wae choking up and cry-
I:I?-:.

Thew were [ater taken 1o the
site of the soldicrs” armbush .

“Thare was a linle ald man
there wheo said he would be 90
Fa i-l_:-||-:_|'.'.rir'|:_-'l, micnih” 'E||_J-q_'-!| wanel,
“He zaid he was jusd 17 when
he saw the soldiers nass donn
that moacl. He saic he alsa s a
French woman praving for them
as thev headed 1o their unknown
duaths, Heowis crvng as he eld
S5 zhout it ansd Rept saving e
cause of these American soldiers,
thew were free. This was soimpor-
sant o thiern

Spell zaid the entire memanal
Was net only an amational expe-
rience rrr her and Rer tamily, bt
for every American and French-
rrary mrenbverd,

“One of b men wilh e fam
ily we were staving with saicl he

wiis 2 venrs ol curing the war”
she sairl, “He saicl he remembenen
anoAameEran wilcher shook his
hani and gave him bus i piecs
of gum. That made such 2noimpact
it bemn, Hee nesver foeged i

The Ehemanest far visitond
sewveral  Buistorical emilitore sifes,
including o masaum in Doy,
which reafurad an sxtensive his-
worical acoount of the war, as wall
as the role the Americen soldicrs
plawed in (e leawens liberabice, In
the rmuseum, the hoak fillad wath
Biographivs of all the =oldiers
wets s o hisplay, the larpest of
whies doglures bar unele,

apell sawd the zuthor et the
book was also in their group.
andd he gaves her, B sunoand her
lather each nine crow a5 well as
& oy o crnate to the Friens ra
the Welsh pduseum.

WL e an dmpartent parl of
theds bistors” seid Spell S
just these men, Dot o us B in
Viilah, as well”

Thee groug rmacde s wiy 1
e Sormandy Amencan Cen-
etere angl Memoeal localed in
Cosll el 2o Wer, Marrnarly

Framce, o see the 9567 graves
of the Amernican ldies boried
thiere S

“mv clad alzo had 2 cousin
keilled i World Wear 117 saicd Spell,
*Ioasked Michel (AFCVM prresi-
centl if he knew of & Sam Mon-
craun, Fle said e dede’t, Dol we
ool ek i up 2

MNNCEAUY WaS alsa privdate in
the LS. Army end a rmoermber of
L R0k Frelid F.rlil'F'l:.' Hatlalicw,
30th Intznfny Cvizion when he
was Killed in France Spells son
Covgled the infonmaticn on b
ceauy anel located his grave,

Azl turned cur, he was b
iecl just @ few rows away from
wihere we were stendine” she
saaied, “Alhoogh disceverieg and
visihng his grave wasn't ongingl-
Iv pars of the trip, it was a pleas-
ant and unexpected surprise, 2s
well, This wes 2 special day foe
aur farmile”

They s lraveler! fo the Brit-
fany  American  Cemesery  2nd
Memorial, lucatsd in Sain-lames,
Murmandy, §rance ngar e earth:
castorn e of Briftany, There e
thez greves of 2470 Amencar sol-

s

rliprs killer! in Furope,

“Thats where myv uncle was
huried,” szid Spell. *They would
take sand from Omeha Beach and
rubs 00 e bos e g the mcng
ment, czusing it 2o highlight in 2
golden wlow, They then placed o
srmall American Flag and a small
French Flag in the grounc in front
af the monument, ind we had a
rnomert o silence.”

Aflerwarris,  Soell zaid  therr
hosts removed the flags and aave
thezm b her aned B Baolber,

Soell 2aid although she never
knew her uncle, this experience
nas given her @ deener connec-
dion to him.

“Pve always had pactures of
Fant. but 1 1eel fike | know him
batter, now” she said, “This ex-
[reriend was socemational, bue il
s given my family such a deep
sense ol closuee, My caddy was
only 26 when fis brather dierd,
and he never knew what ban-
pened. He passed wway befure he
couled e el ot and Teesh m
he coald have been o par o all
i Lrnis ™




